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SKILLS TRANSFER AND bridging the 

gap between engineering veterans and 

young upcoming engineers is one of the 

greatest challenges in the engineering 

industry in South Africa today. We young 

civil engineers experience this very 

often in the working world, particularly 

in Johannesburg where so many SAICE 

members reside. 

Prior to the year 2009 the SAICE 

Johannesburg Branch (then known as the 

Witwatersrand Branch) lost momentum 

due to the absorption of many of its 

veteran members into the various SAICE 

Technical Divisions. Th e student chapters 

were also struggling to recruit and op-

erate. Th is made matters even worse for 

young civil engineers in Johannesburg.

In 2007 the SAICE Executive Board 

created a platform for young engineers to 

gather at SAICE National Offi  ce and ad-

dress these challenges which, if not attended 

to, could pose a threat to the survival of 

the Institution. Arising from this gathering 

was a youth workshop, held on 10 July 2009 

at SAICE National Offi  ce, aimed at devel-

oping a structure for young engineers and 

students to voice their needs and concerns 

regarding how the Institution could best 

serve its young members.

Th e year 2010, which featured the 

World Cup and showcased the civil engi-

neering profession, also marked the begin-

ning of an exciting chapter in the history of 

SAICE, namely the formation of the Young 

Members Panel (YMP). Th e SAICE YMP 

is a voluntary committee composed of 

young civil engineers (and technicians and 

technologists) from the industry. Together 

with the resurrection of the re-named 

SAICE Johannesburg Branch in 2009 by a 

number of young members, these SAICE 

youngsters have contributed tremendously 

towards alleviating the challenges faced 

by young civil engineering practitioners in 

Johannesburg. 

Th e YMP then started spreading its 

wings further. With the aid of a sponsor-

ship from Esorfranki, road shows were 

planned and the Panel travelled around 

the country off ering one-day workshops 

to fi nal year students and young profes-

sionals. Th e YMP road shows off er a 

combination of motivational and practical 

presentations comprising an overview of 

SAICE’s history and heritage, information 

on professional registration, and ideas 

on networking, marketing oneself and 

studying further. One of the well-received 

presentations of these road shows is on 

ethics and corruption, comprising a short, 

dramatic play promoting a corruption-

free engineering industry. Th e play depicts 

S A I C E  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  N E W S

Phuti Seopa

 SAICE YMP

phutis@goba.co.za

SAICE Young Members Panel
Gauteng Road Show

SAICE President Dr Martin van Veelen engaging 
with students at the YMP Gauteng Road Show

In green from left: Phuti Seopa, Makotsene Makgalemele, Zukiswa Mvoko and Tshidi Kganane (all from 
the YMP and the SAICE Johannesburg Branch), with Jaco Vorster (chair of the SAICE Pretoria Branch)



62 November 2012 Civil Engineering

a realistic situation, posing an ethical 

dilemma for engineers in the industry, 

and off ers a glimpse of how subtly such 

ethical questions may present themselves 

in everyday engineering activities.

During October 2010 the road shows 

reached over 350 young graduates and 

students in Durban and Cape Town. In 

2011 Th e YMP secured funds for more 

shows in Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, 

Johannesburg and Cape Town. Th e YMP 

team and the shows received standing 

ovations at each venue. Th is year 2012, 

however, saw the end of the contract 

with our major sponsor, Esorfranki 

Construction. Th e Panel then realised 

the importance of regionalising the YMP 

to operate under the various SAICE 

Branches around the country. Th e fl ag-

ship road show of this new regionalised 

structure was held on 27 September in 

Johannesburg – the SAICE YMP Gauteng 

Road Show. Th is road show deviated from 

convention in the following ways: 

 ■ Th e programme was adjusted to include 

greater industry involvement and guest 

speakers.

 ■ Students from various institutions were 

brought together under one roof.

 ■ A networking presentation and event 

assisted in introducing the students to 

young professionals.

 ■ Companies were invited to exhibit 

throughout the day to enjoy maximum 

exposure to students.

 ■ Students were given the opportunity 

to present themselves and their CVs to 

companies.

Table 1   The SAICE Gauteng Road-Show Programme

Makotsene Makgalemele and Thabo Nzo Masters of Ceremonies

Fridah Mahlangu Introduction and History of SAICE

Tshidi Kganane Introduction to Civil Engineering
Professor Tshilidzi Marwala
Dean of Engineering
University of Johannesburg

Continuous Education: How and When to 
Further Your Education

Liesel Kristen
ECSA Registration: 
The Signifi cance and Procedure

Matimba Ngwenya
First Steps into the Industry: Managing 
Your Expectations

Oliver Rowe
With Permission from the Power House 
Company: Personal Branding

YMP committee and SAICE JHB Branch Ethics and corruption (anti-corruption play)

Phuti Seopa and Zukiswa Mvoko
Engineering Networking and Speed 
Networking Event Task

Nompumelelo Bofu (ZAIE)
International Institutions: Zimbabwe 
Institute of Engineers

SAICE President-Elect Peter Kleynhans
Understanding the Engineers of 
Tomorrow Today

SAICE President Dr Martin van Veelen Signing of the Credo, and Closure of Event

Students interacting with exhibiting companies

Bridgette Kerst, chair of the SAICE 
Johannesburg Branch, getting learners 
all excited about civil engineering
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Th e main sponsors for the Gauteng YMP 

Road Show were Esorfranki Construction 

and the SAICE Johannesburg Branch, 

with additional fi nancial support from 

SAFCEC, CESA, GOBA, HHO Africa, 

SRK and Royal HaskoningDHV. 

Th e programme for the SAICE 

Gauteng Road-Show was presented by 

YMP committee members as summarised 

in Table 1.

More than 250 delegates from the 

following institutions attended this very 

successful event:

 ■ University of Pretoria

 ■ Tshwane University of Technology

 ■ Vaal University of Technology

 ■ University of Johannesburg 

(Doornfontein Campus and Kingsway 

Campus)

 ■ Lethukuthula High School in 

Katlehong, Germiston

Th e Gauteng YMP Road Show seems to 

have touched young minds in Gauteng, as 

the committee has been showered with 

messages of thanks for an inspiring and 

brilliant road show. We believe the events 

of the day equipped the students and 

young professional with the necessary tools 

and mindsets to embark on the (fruitful) 

journey of being eff ective employees.

Although the road shows are elec-

trifying and successful, there is always 

one common outcome at the end of each 

day, namely students hoping for an easier 

way of fi nding employment or in-service 

training through the YMP committee 

members. However, although the com-

mittee is happy to assist as a link to the 

industry, the YMP encourages students 

to go out there and obtain employment 

on their own, which will not only help 

build their careers, but will make them 

visible and eventually highly sought-after 

in the industry. YMP student com-

mittee member from the University of 

Johannesburg, Tsepo Tshiwilowilo, said 

it clearly in an article in the July 2011 edi-

tion of Civil Engineering (p 5): “What you 

put in, is what you get out!”

A detailed evaluation process (in the 

form of questionnaires), designed by YMP 

committee member Vincent Kuo, is used to 

gauge and improve road shows. Feedback 

from students and young engineers who at-

tend the road shows indicate that the shows 

are indeed relevant, functional, thought-

provoking, dynamic and fun. 

On behalf of SAICE, and all those 

delegates who have been inspired by the 

YMP road shows, we as the YMP would 

like to thank Esorfranki Construction for 

their generous sponsorship which made 

these road shows possible. Th e committee 

would also like to extend a sincere word of 

thanks to all the companies and the sister 

and tertiary institutions who fi nancially 

and otherwise supported the Gauteng 

YMP Road Show. We are notably grateful 

to all the SAICE Branches around the 

country for their tremendous support of 

the road shows. A word of acknowledge-

ment must also be given to the SAICE 

National Offi  ce staff , especially Fridah 

Mahlangu, SAICE’s Career Guidance 

Offi  cer, for their support throughout the 

road shows and other YMP endeavours.

The civil engineering industry is in a 

constant state of f lux, and the demands 

of our ever-developing environment 

warps and shifts with time, generation 

after generation. The YMP strives to 

continue improving the road show pro-

gramme, in order to achieve the greatest 

relevance and significance possible, 

both for the students and the industry. 

We would therefore like to encourage 

civil engineering companies, institu-

tions and SAICE units to continue 

supporting the SAICE YMP road shows, 

as these in turn encourage young engi-

neers to take pride in civil engineering 

and remain in a profession that our 

country’s prosperity depends on. 

For more information please visit 

our website at the following address: 

www.saiceymp.org.za 

Oliver Rowe, chair of the SAICE YMP, addressing a group of 
students at the Central University of Technology in Bloemfontein

Liesel Kirsen explaining ECSA registration to students at the Gauteng Road Show


